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Corps partnering with Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Indian 
Reservation to improve aquatic systems in the Walla Walla Basin 

 
Walla Walla, Wash. - The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers is partnering with the 

Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Indian Reservation to improve fish habitat on the Walla 

Walla River. 

The general investigation feasibility study, which the tribes are sponsoring, looks at a 

variety of potential improvements ranging from restoring stream flows to habitat and 

channel modifications for fish habitat in the Walla Walla River Basin. The Corps and tribes 

will meet at Harris Park on the Walla Walla River near Milton-Freewater Ore., at 11 a.m. on 

May 10 to sign a feasibility cost sharing agreement.  

A project resulting from the study could benefit Endangered Species Act-listed steelhead 

and bull trout, plus other aquatic and riparian species. 

The current phase of the study is feasibility, and will be followed by pre-construction and 

engineering design, and the construction phase.  The sponsor shares 50 percent of the cost of 

the feasibility phase and 35 percent of the pre-construction and construction phases of the 

project. 

 According to the Corps’ project manager Chris Hyland, several alternatives could be 

explored in this environmental restoration study.  This could include headwater storage for 

maintaining flows in the Walla Walla River; water exchange with the Columbia River; 

increasing irrigation efficiency (with some or all of the water saved being left in the river);  
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purchasing water rights from willing sellers; and returning the river to a more natural, 

narrow and deep channel, rather than the broad and ankle-deep channel it is today in some 

areas.  

Hyland said the estimated cost of the feasibility study is $5.2 million and expects to take 

two to three years to complete. Construction could begin as early as 2005, depending upon 

congressional approval. 

Public meetings and other forums will be held to gain information from different 

stakeholders and communities in the basin in the next two to three months and will be 

announced at a later date.   

“We see this project as fitting into a larger vision that the region wants for the Walla 

Walla River Basin,” said Hyland. “We want this project to positively affect the triple bottom 

line of the economy, environment and culture of the communities this river touches, ” he 

concluded. 

For more information on the Walla Walla District, visit the web site at 

www.nww.usace.army.mil. 
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(NOTE FOR MEDIA: For more information on the signing ceremony at 11 a.m. on  

May 10, Harris Park, Milton-Freewater, contact Alanna Nanegos, Public Outreach 

Coordinator, Department of Natural Resources, Confederated Tribes of the 

Umatilla Indian Reservation at (541) 966-2352.)
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